THE BEST MEANS OF PREVENTING ITS ABUSE.
By William Collier, M.A., M.D., Oxford.
[n the present paper I have made no attempt to bringforward proof of the existence of a widespread abuse of our great Medical Charities, because I believe that no one who is interested in or has a knowledge of the subject has ever denied its existence. I have endeavoured to describe the nature of such abuse ; the evils to which it gives rise ; and the best means of preventing it, I. The Nature of the Abuse.?In dealing with this part of the subject, it is necessary to have a clear idea as to who is entitled to receive hospital aid. It will be generally admitted that " non-paupers who are unable to pay1<:for adequate medical assistance when ill are entitled to it." I lay special stress on the word adequate, for under certain circumstances a patient might be abusing the charity, while undert others he would be entitled to share its benefits. For example, a mechanic or small tradesman earning from 30s. to ?2 a week, is attacked with a slight illness, which does not necessitate his giving up work ; such a man is quite able either to become a member of a provident dispensary, or to pay a medical man small fees for attending him ; if, however, his illness were prolonged for some weeks, or he met'with a bad accident, preventing work, he would become a fit object for medical charity. Let [May 21,1887. with regard to the purity and strength of the drugs supplied could be easily met by recommending a few chemists in the neighbourhood of the hospital, and having the drugs supplied occasionally tested.
In the present paper I have avoided dealing with the in-patient departments, because I believe the abuse of those departments is much less common and less important, and I considered it would be better for the purposes of discussion to confine ourselves to the greater evil.
To sum up.
I would insist on the importance of bringing the subject as much before the eyes of the charitable public as possible. I would urge the necessity of endeavouring to induce hospital authorities, both lay and medical, to co-operate in an attempt to put an end to the abuses, isolated action being of very little use. And I would submit that at present more good would result from the adoption of a scheme involving a stricter and more careful supervision of patients, than by one which enforced the payment of small fees on the part of a certain number of the patients.
